
CItoices:
toofiing [ao[ at 20 years on tlte

Yo$elnlte

hlley
Despite some glitches, careful planning paid off in a
highly satisfying HO layout

ln l98l I came home lrom the lumberyard with the first load of mate-

I rial for a new layout to be based on the Yosemite Valley RR. Now, after

I nearly 20 years of effofi and thousands of hours of enjolrnent, the lay-
! out appears generally complete to the casual visitor, with nearly all of
the scenery complete, three-quarters of the buildings finished, and
enough equipment built to mn realistic operating sessions.

While many layouts get rebuilt several times before reaching age 20,
my YIIRR has fulfilled all of my expectations. It may therefore be wofih-
while to look back at some of the choices I made.
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By Jack Burgess
Photos by Lou Sassi
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Modeling a prototype
\\'hrn I r.nr.r.(l th. ljobb\ r, rf

rduh,^.r 10 \..rs.i!o I p,rll.d,)ur r
( rlil,Jrnla n)a.l ,i,rf rfa .ho't L , [r
c:lir.! !'coc,afhi.xl lo.ari() r or r lrr.
l.rr..l,ril,.rd I l!lt l,.."l:lxr.,r r!!i.l
nll,^\ r,. 1,).\.rri\!,,,\ r!.rrj\. s!trjr
\illi(rrr nc((hDg ro n!rLr .\.n:.\ ol
n ir i,, rar n ptrnonp.lillLllr\ [(r .r \]i l.
1J Ll i,,\L llrrt |rirri,,! h,)\.r\ brj!hl
C.Loos! Rld trnd rLLl!rrs I1r.i.r \'.
lo\ rll Lrr.,cd lor rn. \Ld l1i\.r RR

Ho\r\.r \ilhln r l.\ \.rr\ I a!\
.o\.,.d I..LLl!l.11.,i\.!,ur., 0.,\,r,.il
!arislrcr(,r l)\ buil({nig.rod.1s ol s|.
.lI( p.o1o1\pls. 1,, \.r,.hrDe lo r !.,r1
hil,()ad lo duplj.rt. I ili\.o\.f..1 rlur
rht )i)s.nrilc \'1lle\ llll lrr(l rll rl,.
.hrn.{.risll.\ I \rrir.d lr \,,, ri r'rl
ironrl.,. ir ll](l irn. i.r.,r\ri,r! r.tuit)-
D.nr \hi.l, (lrrlnr:tr,,, r(n, lrrrd r,

r.p ((., .rrd ]i()\l lDrfoLiarrl\ rhc
t\() r,Lb L'1,!rl b,rns (,Lr i,. Lilr.,r.l
l,rd r lor ol J)ll)r.^ Lt) r in s.,rr.h
bLjl(1i,,! 'rr i,.rrrr.. inrl .q(iifnrenl

I '.t d,^\n .r\ !,).: 'To ni( c rh.
\(\.n,ir. \:rll!\ liR r! il .\islcd in
,\u:1,\r l9l9 .\ r..,r,r1.h !s p,)s\ib c
L,'lr,,r ,Lrr.ol tlr-r,r r..hniqu.s rnd
!,f,rr.r l.\.1 r,({l.li,e' Su.li .n
.ri i,.\L !,r.1 lo, .t lrob r Dr\ see.r \.lr'
d.\1,u.rn.. b!r lr h.N l,.lr.Llm. f,.id

p.r!onrl ..nslru.tion
sru r,.1. rfd i\ rlsn\s krfr in nrind
r1,.,,.lr()i(rs Iid !(),,rpn)nris.s.rI\r

\\ lill. i1or.r\p. rr cliJr! .\|r.irlh
1o rh. d.!,.\.L,rr I p..(ri,.I) r\ rol
l(, .1.r\o!.. it l,rs b..n on.,)l rh. lac
1or: in rrrrinti nine D\ rnl.r.s1lh. pasl
la \.rN P.,l,E Ll,roulh ,nrl I lrs .nd
,.(,, d.. {ll\i r! phoros, 1rllrrr! ro prsr

,l\ t. rng ne no 29. one ofthe Yosern te
Va kts s x 2 6-0 Moguls. atrrves at E Por

ta gale$ay i0 Yosem 1e Nat 0nal Park Ihe
hoie s bared 0n the reallh ng. as are a i

detai s 0n th s careluly researched rnult
deck ayout set n Augrst 1939

)'\r emlto\.!s. ard reseai.liing ho$. th.
railrcad .pcrated lon! rs,, h!\e been
r.\rrdilg c\pc,icnces

\Ln\ nr ele,s p,cIo l,ce l.nring
(, pr.l.lrp. 1r. [ncinr hlt I il\r\s
.!,.o'n arc..Dside,,n! I sp.ciii. prot{)
1\p. insle!.1 ,1ccuratel\ d,,piic.line a
real slrlLclurc or hei.tl)l clr ro rhe b.sl
,,i \,,u, rLrilir\ xn.t knorl.dse is !eh
,.sa,ainc Pi.king a spc(ili. era .,.
bctlei \rr. \..r 1,) nr cl rjirk.! hisror\
.onr. ili\e rs \(N hegin pa\i,,g mor.
aLl.Dtion lo clolhing st!les. bu5iness
\icns. rn.l th. hu.dreds ()l orh.r derril\

r-:\ _* *r!.4b*. r!

ri[!rrRy 2r]rr it0Drr nllli0lDrx l?5



Layout at a glance

ll.m. ol railrcad: Yos€mite Valley RR
Scrlrr H0 (1,87)
Sirc: 20 x 20 feet
ProlotypE: Yosemite Valley RR
Local.: Califomia's San Joaquin

Valley and l4erced River Caiyon
Ptriod: Au8ust 1939
Lryout slyllr multideck along the

walls with peninsula

Lrngi ofnairlin. run: l12 reet
Lryoul heighb: 44 at lvlerced to 61

at El Portal (6'stepp€d floor at
El Portal resuits ln he ght of 55
there); 82' at Camp 17

B€nch*or*: open gld
noadDadr l/2 Homasote over l/r'

Track handlaid code 70 with code
a3 on SP and AT&Sf mains and
code 55 oi Edeidale siding

Iunoot.inimums: no. 5, all
controlled with now-act or

t$ininun cu . radius: 22' with
splraleasemenis

aimumgrrdr:2.3 percent
Sc.n6ry construction: paper towe s

drpped rn plasl€r and draped on

Sectdrcp: handpainted on r/3'
I',lasonite hardboard

Contol: System One DCC with
SoundTraxx decoders

relaled to specific pe.iods. You may
think thal no one else cares ifU. S. Post
Oftice rnailboxes \\,ere once olive green
mther than palnotic blue, but auenlion
to these little details makes rhe hobby
e\en more salisfling.

Planning
I'm a civil engineer, so n should

come as no surprise that I did some rel
atirely delailed track planning before
beainning actual construction of my
nilroad, especialh as I inlended fiis ro
be mv "ultimale" Ialout. I rested a Dre
posed final design b! hbdcaling a 3-D
model, then remedied the problems
exposed. A final track DIan was then
accuralely dra\ln at I ' scale to be sure
rhar elenlhine $ould fil and 1o use as a
guide during construction.

Partlv as a result of this careful plan-
nine, leu chanees have been made trom
the onsinal plan, Nhich \ras published
in the Ausust 1987 MR. The only major
change $as enlarsing and rebuilding El
Ponal when molt space became avail
able after I moted m! modeline shop
hom the layout roon to a spare bed-
r@m sveral veats aso. (I des.ribed this
change in rhe 1998 issue ol Motlel Rail-
rca.l Plaru1i,e, the ann]ual la\our design
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Highway 99

flENCED
FIRST TEVEL
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0atwilar

Gatage daat

magazine published by Kalmbach Pub-
lishing Co.) Also I deleted the tumrable
planned for Bagby (it wasn't used by the
milroad in 1939 anlava!), and made a
minor change in the siding at Emorv.

Although additional iDforrnarion
sources have surlaced sinc€ I orisinally
drerv up my track plan, prctotype pho'
los and maps were used to develop all
of the vards and sidings 10 ensure they
ciosely duplicated the actual YV. This
effon has paid off in a number ot Na!s.

First, I have been able to replicate
prorort?€ operations in formal operac
ing sessions rvhich uere tinally slaned
Jears afterall of the lEck wd in place.
More imporlanrly, copying the prolo-
It?e was much easier than developing
\vell-designed yards from scmtch.
Unless a desi-qner has a eood under'
standing ol prctotype yud desisn, tmck
changes after operations have com'
menced are almost inevitable.

one dea of my tEck planning which
proled disappointins $as &at I didnt
allow sufficienl space lor future bujld-
ings. when ftelancing, selecdnS srtuc
lures is oflen simplya matterotfinding
buildings which senerallv fit the era,
style, pocketbook, and space alailable
after basic scenery is complete. Ho\-

ever, lvhen developins a tack plan
based on a specific prototype, scale
building footprints need to be caretullv
considered during initial design.

While I included in my final track
plm representations ofall the prolot),tpe
buildings I knew I eventuallv wanted, I
reallv didnt pa) lhal much attention ro
their actual sizes until years later.
Unfonunatelr, I disco\ered I didn't
have enough room to include cerlain
buildings Nithour eirher compromising
their size or exlending the layoul.
where I €ouldnl expand the latour
without encrcachins on essential aisle
space, I resorted to$mebuilding com-
pression. It's not thal noliceable, bul I
wish ihat I had given this potential
prcblem more thought.

Choices
Model railroading is a hobbr--, of

cho'ces - frcrn scale and gauge to em,
equipmenl, and aeographic setting.
Early in the design phase, I decided on
a multideck approach. This decision
\!as drilen b]-. the limired space alail"
able (20 x 20 feet) and the desire to
include a relativelr- long main line s;th
cnough track between towns and
s\\'itching opponunities io aroid haling

&idce 13a f lt\l 11 lr \\ .nL\ \ H,dden

store_Luu latr \\ lls)-;;|i;
Deed+fl\? iX nl / )l I nnczoveat

it!rced talsldu\w !\ Rgr lcarpenrer shop

Ponland cenenr "\-===-', wateriro6. Tnnnel no. Isplr oit

8.lhvu. F,nr.,r Prsar aed, AiSF.
crcet craEa crosvnE



Camp 17

THIRD LEVEL

lncline

SECOND LEYEL

q
B

Clearinghouse

M-*d9

V 2. Number 25 switches
empty rock cars nto ihe
Yosemite Portland Cement
Co.t lmestone bunkers at
E'nory deep n the Merced
River Canyon. Jack scrahhbu i
dozens ol YV hoppers lrom

s
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thc caboose in onc to\n \hile s\\ irch
ing the ne\r to$n up thc iine.

ln thecarh 1980\ multidccl la\ours
rlere a fairlv ne\ conccpl, lDd il nn'
space had be.n rNo or rh.ee tinres
largrr I probablr solld ha\. cho\en a
fr ore .on\cntional, rin-el*dcck desiCn.
Att!r ali. multideck la\our\ are slishd\
mot ditficulr ro d.sisD ind con\rrucr.
and some \isitors or opemlois sill
in!.riabl! lind on. lelcl too hieh or

Ir's also inrporanr to rcnr.mbcr rhat
each aisle nlun sene r\lc. th. rnlrn1
ol I.\out. Some spa.. pr)blenrs can be
a\oiddd b\ incrcasir-e .isle \idlhs
shet'e possibie and cnsurins that nrijor
ra,ds are ollset bcx\een l.\els, bur still
opcrarin! .res,s mun bc ablc to pass
ea.h orher rr \ark{rs times and placcs.

M\ aisles .re nano$ ir sohe spots,
linriling thc numbcr ol {)pcrat.r's to a
mi\imum ol lile or so. Since {h. \a
had onlr ii\e h€ighr cn-qin.s (all :-6 0s)
and a couplc of 4'.1 0s $hich serc onll
used oc.asx,ralh duing rhe sutu.rer.
rhe limit od operar{r'\ is Drn roo \.i
ous. Hosc!er. il al{r.liminate\ rro
pe*on crc$s (such as an clsinecr and
a brnkcman or conducror). Il \. plan
1() ,uD a Iot ol nains sin,,,lrane.',,s1!
(idL aisles i!! esscntiil.

Some nmdelers also erprrss corcern
abollt the rlsual cI!rter ol r nlulliclcck
la\out and arsuc thnt it can b. dinracr
ing l{) \ie\crs. I (rnd n,sl \isir(r's)
ha\,c not i({nd this a p.oblcDr, csDc-
.ialh since I laried rhe de.k \\idths.

H.\ing ! t,ec-l'lo\in! lronl I.scia
also helps. I lind lhlt most lisitors nd
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  3. Nunrber 28 sl0wly crosses H ghqay 49
in Bagby. The signs. gas pump. even the
b cycle look r ght lor 1939

> 4. n modelins lhis bridse east ol Bllce-
burg -lack lollowed the pr0t0type exacily The

resulling abutmenls are Iar more rntercsl nE

lhan those mosl modelers oLrld come u!
wlth on their oqn and you know lhey're
engineered rightl

ope,alors concenlrate on a single dc.k
al a lirne .alhcr than scan fio deck lo
dcck likc a sup.rnrarket shopper. The
Dc$er mushroom Ia\r conc.pt (dccLs
xbo\e one anolhcr lie$able onlv indL
\ i.lualh and lrom opposite sides) elim
iDares rhis .oncern bur gcneralh
rcquircs a highcr ceiling thrn I hale.

The trlo main lercls on mr larout
ni: connecrcd b\ a sinslc-rurr helir hid-
den in lhe ccnler pcninsLrh and a
climbing Srade hidden behind rhe \arlls
.t ller..d, both Nith sradcs ol 2.3 per-
eenL. M({lelnrg a prot()rvpe Nhich had
onlr sDiall motne poNer (e\peci^lh
steam) rDd incor?omrnrg a ruling gEde
o[ 2.3 pcrcenl can qlricklv and severcl!
rcduce tlain lcngths.

Ho\e\er, selecling n rulins -qmde is
inlentl.ted Nilh other choiccs. Whil. I
could h!\d rcduced m\ rulins srade b!
lcngrhcnins rh. run lhis \ould hale
rlsultcd iD the lrriD being our ollieN in
the heli\ tor a longer time.

ln addiljon, longer rrains rcquirt
l,)n8er p.ssing sklings-it docs linle
good to be ab[' to run 15 to l8 car
trtins il \our passing sidings ha\e a
.apacil\ of onh a dolen ca$.

But th.n lonscr p.r\in-s sidings
r.duce thc apparcnl lengrh ollhe nrain
Iirlc be1\\!.D toNnt and s$itching lo.a
ti(ins and \i11 also reguD! larser Drain
r.rds 10 build up and a..(Dmodlre lhe
longcr xriDs. AnJ $ ir gocs.

The combinirnn ol choices (in m\
la\our ljmits htighr rEins $ilh a siDgle
2'6-0 to li\e to si\ cars .icpen.lltrg (nr

hori treeh rhe tnrcks roll. Hord . thc
passing silinss a,! also rclxri\ch \hon,
resulling in lairl] compa.r to\\ins rlong

I still occasion.ll\ .un loDger rmins
do\nhill lrotu El Porral to M(rccd.
Ho\e\er. since th.v.k lon-s.. than
most of rhe a\ail.ble p.ssing rra.ls,
an\ meel\ \ith uphill trrins ard\ing
first rre a..onthodnted \\ilh a sxN b\
maneurer, shi.h simpl\ xdds lo the
oPernring cniovnrcnl.
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Benchwork, track, and other choices
BcnchNork design is anothe..hoice

ete.\ la\our builder must lace. L gilder
benchror k can be the besr \hen Drat-
ing d.astlc desi!n chaDges afie, coD
slmction begins and is aiso glrar lor lh.
builder $rhol,r acccss ro a po\e, rablc

Ho\erer, I .hosc nadirional opcn
gd.l bcnch\or k be.ause I nol onh had
lhe necessan po\e. tools, bu1 iclt rhar
it p.olicles sL|ongcr, nrore rigld brnch
\o.k (important il Lhe la\out m.l be
mo\c.l in Lhc h,tlDr in la1g. pieces). I
also leel thal gdd bencll\o.k can pro-
lide a tu()rc seclne alt..irnrent ior the

[,1odcle.s ha\e a (ide range oi'
choiccs ('hen it coDrcs lo trick c\en
nr.re noN lhan \hen I sraled m\ la!
our. Flerlr:tck is nos araihble in .oilc

70 cocle 83. and .o.te 100 !.d is also a
lol more rcalistic than thal a\ailable 20
\e.'s ago. H(^\cre., I chose lo handlav

I had also handlaid track on mr prc-
\ ious la\ouls, although thal choi.e\as
pritru,ii\ lin!rciai 20 dollar! \or1h
01 r1a.k nratcrials .oul.l p,oride a
Neeks \o,th ol hobb\ rihc, (hile lhe
satue 20 doll.N s,n rh ol fle\l]ack !.d
pielab,jcaled lurnoul! c(Nld be lai.l i.
a \idclc night.

Mr choi.e \as thus based on p,c\i
ous e\pe, ien.es an.l tle la.r lhlr I had
neler belore uscd tle\n..t H!n(lla\ing
rrack can be \en rclaxine and ii rhe
Linrc rcquned is no problem, il ma\ stiil
be lhe preleic.l choice for nran\ Drod
ele,s. Hore\er,I rtall\ hare rorondcr
il I \oul.l han.lla\ il I \er. goins ro

Scenery
Fronr the Lelinninc, 1(anlell 10

duplicatc the disrincl landlarnrs a,
!e!cl!lion alons lhc p.olot\pe. To
esllblish the lornrs I draped plast.r
soaked paper Io\els o\er scrten \i,c.
Ctrri.s and ra.king rh. scre.n r.L.'s
ninc rinr! than olher rc.hniqres (su.ll
as usine crumLled ne\sl)aper or r seb
ol..rdboad) but in trran\ rrcas I rnr
duplicaringa.lu!l gcogmthi..l lcarruc
such as lills and cuts, and th. scrc.rls
manageahilit\ nrakes jr.as\ ro nral.h
lhcsc lealLres. Carling shcked h\ ers ol'
Ioan, insnlation boar.L can also p.o!i.le
this deg,cc ()l conl.ol, bul nu\ rcqun.e
additional \o, k co.slrrr.ti,,g suppi,rs

On.e rhc pllster shell \!s in pla.e, I
buil rhc rcst ol rhe sccnera $irh e\rab
lishe.l rechniques, inclL ing plaslLa.
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n).1.r'r,r!s !nd fllirr ol(l .inl bor)d"l
if t,iar. \ lrh .Lllure.l$lrirt !hr''

Control and oPerations
h\\.n1ial l(, -\a1i\l\in-c (Pe trln) rs '\

r -'plrrrrl 'rJr! ! rrrr!' '\'ttrr lr rrr
,,h,i,LL. !, ,. 1., ,\.,1I'i,, L.l I L! rr

throlll!' \(\rld frr\ifii1. th' ad\a'
1rles,il Irr\ lirr.ar rra.L Phrr

lnilirll\ L,{d,n.nrrn \rLkIr{rr'l
rlrronl.s $nh., prosr.s\i\e 

'ah '() 
rrr r)l

.\'t.,,r .frDl,^ in! blrtL oerup"rr'

.1.1..t,!s 1o rtrtonalr.all\ k(.p .i'lr
,h,,trr1. .,,nfe.re(t ro 1h. .rfr"1 blo'l
\\ 1,i1. Lhi\ '!(1.m '.quir !d .on' d'r rbl'
\l'ln! it.linrrnrl.(l rrrnlr\ r)1 r|' rtr']

",,LoLro. 
lun.ro '. 1'r.l ,' '.l. jl

r," l\ \ rl, t!!11. {\ lrh(.r J\"'! ' '!l
\\,rh .rl, (,rn1;i s\.rirrrs

\\ hile rlrii {.1. 1$,t trJ \rll. i)P''
aln)ns scrc \rill .or\nrine(l b\ rh'
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i,rh.r!nr Lin,irarr)ns ol bloli 'Il'l
i nn)ri! th.nr h.rrre lhil .!rg rr.s lr th'

".u". 
t,t,,.1,... 

' 
l,".,,",,nltLl mlrprrr

.L.n1l\ (()nrir!.\ o|.rariof' irh 'L'
-.,$ l\.., t] D I ttl. ''\ tLl" ' $u l_

,,. ,i. .-,,". \. J ,.,' J rlr."lr 'r"l
f u7ll.d io.\P..i(n..d of ..atr)ri

u(rn\hil.I srs Le.ling rn '\' 
(nr

rlr. n.\ DC( (Dr!il]l C(,nfrrn(l Cinr

rLol) \\\rtfr'. lli\irrs .\Lr.riN.dt'(t
siar onh,,ar(l $unrt sr.renr' ;rrh a"

\lorlrlo,rric. ba.k rrr th. 1970' I !ln)
$an1.d \nnal_eqrriPPrd |).of r()11\cs rs
n-Lir ol rh! !, I r' -r!i I thLr' ' ''
s-nL!,1 (', t L \ nJ lr. ' rr '' td I '
\r,)(t cqriPP.d DCC (tf.otLr", thrn

lhc *rircl, r,, DCC lrr\ l).ctr r'L\
r.\nrJ1n!. OPerrri"rr\ :1r' r'LIi(i artrl

r.nr)n(i\! r() thr n.eJ' ol the 'rri!'..J,,,""* r't," lirr.(aLrl. rrr.ltrd"'\ !

rhr.r $r\ ir..L \ill).L.rs b\ .t ir..i
,,ar fg.\.r.i.e \hl(lr \r'uLLL luLr lurr
, , ,L Li ,rrLo, *rl,l. " r h, ,r trtt

\,, ,' ',1',.tr1.1. 
, \ J. .', .'(

rr i\lr lrL(|, ' !.!, \ (r.\lrrrtr (
rr,,u,, Ll ,, \,.1r | ,h.,r, ,.u
R,ri\r\ \iLlxnLt r1 SLiIrr! ol)'rr1r':
$ irlro,,r .\|rd r.rri. i)rr r la\ rtn I rnrrin!
runrr,,r[.,urJ eqtriPtred l' i."Lno1i\ e'
(iniuLhr.(n,s!\ nrr\ be "rr"r rr'd
al,(,{rl 1]]..tN1ra.rro. 'it rhe r^'r!ll
{iL,,d vnn!n. hul I lra\t n'rr 1(rrnd 1hi\

o h. .r nr, bl. I tl. r 'lr' n' 'n h'
t,,,^!.,. ,. .l . ,r l. .rrJl'lr I tr
k{r) tlre.\eralL!olLrrrr. r.lrrl\f \ L^\'

i t" rr'.loc"rr hr.. u rcgul,, .'."'
In.reiJ I lik. 1,, r()rat. Lhrrttgh i L)nS

lisl ol inl.,ts1.d lxn\ arr !r)Pror'h

'!LujLrr!Lh.tr.trE,.,i, 
- l. l,!.. L. r.l

..,.' 1,, ',.1. 
.,-'rll T, \J ,l rr' enll I

u\. L()!ie: ,)l nLtLral \\ l(,m\ in'htrl'
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ing clearance cards, dispalcher sheets,
lrain order fbrns. and timelablcs.

Because I rhink ihev die easier to
Lrnderslan.l,l use $!itch lists instead of
car cards for car lorllardlng. Whilc ihis
sr"steni takes a fe\! minules 1o sc! up
belore an opemting sessjon (lilline in
the pickups aDd serolts lo. each reeular
iieight train),1his approa.h also allolvs
fte to mole cars a,oun.l bet$een oper'
aling sessions \lithout con.etn.

Summary
Elen after I iinished my track plan

20 vears ago and looked around the
cmpt] layoui rconi, I doubt ii I (as
aclualll able 10 envision the lavoul as iL

no\! exists. Ho$c\.er, each step, fiom
the fiEt bcDchNork ro rhe tirst stark
plaster sceDeN, helped ctarif, and vali-
d:le m! oriqin,l !islor

  5. Approach ng the small commun ty ol
Bagby, engine no 28 rolh acr0ss Br dge 47A

spannrng the l\,lerced R ver. The river carved

a roule for the railr0ad eons lleiore anyone

set loot in Callorn a

< 6. Engine no.27 leaves El Portal in ihe
early m0rning wLth the El P0rtal l0caL. She's

headed for Merced out n the San loaqu n

Va ley. Those lhree ldentical cottages 00k

like qu te m0st comlortab e places to stay

whie v sit ng Yosemite Park.

As I lvalched mv onll locotrrori\e (a

Santa Fe 2'8 0 lettered for thc \Ir') roll
through my liEt scenery elforts, litde
did I realize that the Bea!.er Crcek
Model Co. would someda! release
lnpo.lcd brass models of all ol the Yv
Mosuls. And while dazzlirg lisitors
Nith tape rccorded background sounds
r'ear ago, j1 \!as impossible to rcalize
tha! these s,ould somedar bc rcplaced
\!ith digitallr' rtcorded sound chips.

Model Eilroading has been a coDtin
uouslv challen-shg and re!\'ardins
hobbt. Even alter 20 'lears ot enjor
nrenl on m\ cu.rent latout. I stlll liDk
fonvard Lo man! morc !ea.s ol model
buildine and operation. 0

Jdck Busess ltL|oti $ill be one af
tla.ens apen lbr D@lelert nlt.hLli1ry lle
N(liotnL Madel Rail' oatl /sso.nilnnt
tMliandl .ontltioi ;n San.Iase, Calil-,
.hlt 30 ta Aug.st 6,2AAo. Fotrloi? con-
En&D itinn ation, visit tt] ebsieat
$tn'.i"in20A0.ore, ar N-ne ta 2lst
Centu\ Lit ital. P-O Bal 2E01,

Meet.lack Burgess

1,.[ has heer 
'nlere.ted 

n bu d

Jine moaers as roncas re can
renrember. A Chr stmas HO train set
nsplred the start of a couple of lay-

outs in h s yoLth, but feither got

nruch beyord ihe benclrwork.
He iook up the hobby aga n as

an adult Ln 1965 and buit tlrree
ayouis, two oi them sma swrtch nE

railroads, before embark nC on his
c!rreni mult deck Yosem te Valley.

Jack's w fe, Jacque shares hrs
nterest I ira ns, and her f rst gaF

den rarkoad was feaiured r the
Seoiember 1995 l\4R. Toeether
Jack and Jacque have thr€e chil-
dren and three Rranddaushters.

iack has worked as a civil engi

neer for the C ty of Newark, Ca rf.,
for the past 35 years. He s act ve in
the Nat ona Mod€ Rairoad Assocl

ation and s an N[4RA Masier fi'lode
Ra roader. He s wr t ng a book oi
the real Yosem te Va ey RR
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